370 John Knox and his Relations to Women.

to wade through the long, tedious sermon for
himself, he will see proof enough that Knox neither
loved, nor very deeply respected, the women he
was then addressing. In very truth, I believe
these Edinburgh sisters simply bored him. He
had a certain interest in them as his children in
the Lord ; they were continually " provoking him
by their writing;" and, if they handed his letters
about, writing to them was as good a form of
publication as was then open to him in Scotland.
There is one letter, however, in this budget,
addressed to the wife of Clerk-Register Mackgil,
which is worthy of some further mention. The
Clerk-Register had not opened his heart, it would
appear, to the preaching of the Gospel, and Mrs.
Mackgil has written, seeking the Reformer's prayers
in his behalf. *c Your husband," he answers, " is
dear to me for that he is a man indued with some
good gifts, but more dear for that he is your
husband. Charity moveth me to thirst his illumi-
nation, both for his comfort and for the trouble
which you sustain by his coldness, which justly
may be called infidelity." He wishes her, how-
ever, not to hope too much ; he can promise that
his prayers will be earnest, but not that they will be
effectual; it is possible that this is to be her "cross"
in life ; that " her head, appointed by God for her
comfort, should be her enemy." And if this be